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To Jack’s team: 
 
You asked John and me to put together our goals for Jack and the coming years…. 
 
First and foremost we want Jack to be a well mannered, liked, respected and most of all a HAPPY 
young man. I think we are well on our way for all of those to happen and everyone on his team--
or have been part of his team—have had a part in that.  
 
When Jack was born all we were told was things he couldn’t do because of his diagnosis. Not 
once did someone tell us of the possibilities. John and I both decided that we would give Jack 
every opportunity that any other child would have. Jack has never followed the same path as 
others; he walked at 10 months but than did not speak until he was four! We expect a lot of Jack 
and always have. We have never treated him any different because of his disability. We think that 
is why he does do so well. It often takes a lot of patience and many tries but in the end the reward 
outweighs everything.  
 
We are sad that Jack has not excelled in school as much as he has in the past, or that he does not 
enjoy school as much as he had, and we take much of the responsibility for that, but we do not 
want to look back, we want to move forward.  
 
Our goal for Jack is to excel every year academically. Integration has not been, and never will be, 
a high priority over his education. We think Jack still needs one on one speech daily. We would 
like for him to get 30 minutes a day (four times a week) with the speech therapist and then maybe 
move him to language lab. We think it is important for Jack to be with his class at least 75% of 
the day so that he has continuity and will know what is expected of him. We would love to see 
him continue his literacy with Ms. Amanda and then do lunch, gym, and art with the Gen Ed if his 
schedule permits.  
 
We want Jack to read (and understand) a book because he enjoys it. We want him to know how 
much money he has in his piggybank. We want him to know how to write a paper because his 
teacher asked him to. Do we think Jack will be the next rocket scientist…probably not; but we do 
think he is capable of learning if given the right tools. It might not take one time or ten times, it 
might take him a hundred times but we think he can do everything every other child is capable of. 
 
In the end school is not a babysitting service for us. We want him to graduate high school and 
know how to read and write. We want him to go to college and attend the PACE program, then 
get a nice job and live close to his family so that Mom can make him his favorite spaghetti and 
meatballs anytime he wants.  
 
We know your job is not easy and we give you so much credit for going that extra mile, but trust 
us when we say the end does justify the means. I think Jack is the best thing that has ever 
happened to John and me, and I really do hope someday I can be half the person that he is. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
John and Roberta Costion  


