Sample Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters Letter to Parents
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Dear Parents,

Congratulations! Your learner is about to start reading books from Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters in school for as part of the reading program.
"The schools that have succeeded against the odds have a shared ingredient: strong involvement with parents and communities. Why? Because students whose parents are involved are more likely to succeed, and schools with parents and community collaborations create cultures of success that attract additional investment." (Mediratta, N. & Fruchter, N. 2003)

When children use Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters, they have access to engaging, switch-accessible computer and/or paperback books written specifically for adolescent students reading at beginning levels. Providing the opportunity to read appropriately leveled materials is an essential part of early reading success. These texts are designed to develop language, build background knowledge, support learning concepts about print and develop the love of reading.
We want your learner to have a successful experience with Start-to-Finish. Here’s how you can help:

· Encourage and support your learner’s reading efforts even if they are at the very beginning levels. 

· Praise good effort and positive attitude.

· Point out successes and support learner’s efforts to overcome challenges.

· Read with your learner and encourage your learner to discuss the stories with you.

· Communicate with the teacher if you notice your learner experiencing continued struggles when using Start-to-Finish book.

· Review the video overview on our website at www.donjohnston.com to learn more about how Start-to-Finish Literacy Starters can help your learner.
· If you are using Start-to-Finish at home, it is ready to use as soon as you install it; or, you can set the preferences that are appropriate for your learner.  Talk to your teacher about it.

Working together in this way—at home and at school—will help to ensure that your learner stays on task while working in each part of the reading process. 

Thank you for your support,
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